
People and Inventions that 

Affected U.S. History 



Introduction 
Intro     Task     Process     Lesson     Evaluation 

• You are a best selling author.  You have recently 

had many requests for a book about inventors 

and their inventions that changed America during 

the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. 

• The book is sure to be a best-seller, which means 

you will make mega bucks! 

• Your new book will be displayed for a showcase 

at Barnes & Nobles this Fall! 

• Before you can write your book, you must gather 

all of the information necessary to write it.  Your 

quest is soon to begin. 



• Your task is to create a non-fiction book about 
famous American inventors and their inventions. 

• Each entry in your book must include an illustration 
and at least a two paragraph explanation about 
the  invention and inventor. You will use the webs 
and research forms to help you gather this. 

• You will use some very helpful websites to help you 
gather the necessary information to help you write 
your book.  Remember, this is supposed to 
become a best-seller; the better the information, 
the more people will buy your book.  The more 
books you sell, the more money you will make! 

Task 
Intro     Task     Process     Lesson     Evaluation 



 

Henry Ford 

 

 

 
  Henry Ford (1863-1947) was an American engineer and industrialist who used 

the first conveyor belt-based assembly-lines in his car factory, revolutionizing factory 
production. Ford manufactured affordable cars and paid high wages to his factory 
workers, allowing workers to buy the cars they made. After early work as a machinist, 
Ford built a gasoline engine in 1893. In 1896, Ford built a "horseless carriage," which he 
called the "Quadricycle," which means "four wheels" (others, including Charles Edgar 
and J. Frank Duryea, Elwood Haynes, Hiram Percy Maxim, and Charles Brady King had 
built earlier "horseless carriage").  

  In 1899, Ford formed the Detroit Automobile Company (which was later called 
the Henry Ford Company and then the Cadillac Motor Car Company). Ford 
introduced the Model T in October 1908; it was a great success (every Model T was 
painted black). Ford introduced conveyor belt-based assembly-line factory 
production and a $5 daily wage in 1913-14 in Ford's Highland Park, Michigan plant 
(primitive assembly line production had been started in 1901 by Ransome Eli. Olds, 
another early car-maker). This type of production greatly reduced the amount of time 
taken to put each car together (93 minutes for a Model T) from its parts, reducing 
production costs.  

 

(Remember you will draw your own illustrations!) 

Example 
Intro     Task     Process     Lesson     Evaluation 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/inventors/indexa.shtml#assemblyline
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/inventors/indexa.shtml#assemblyline
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/inventors/indexa.shtml#assemblyline


• Students will be placed in groups of 4. 

• Each group member will assume one of the following roles: 
− Researcher You will be in charge of gathering all information 

to be included on the research notes pages. 
− Analyst You will be in charge of analyzing the information 

and deciding if it is appropriate for your book. Be sure to use 
the rubric. 

− Journalist You will be in charge of summarizing the 
information and compiling into book format after it is gathered 
and analyzed. 

− Photographer You will be in charge of reading each summary 
and creating an illustration to go along with each.  As the other 
group members are working, you will also be working on a 
cover and title for the book. 

• After deciding your roles, each of you will need to complete the web 
worksheet and work on the evaluation worksheets as you go through the 
WebQuest.  Once you have completed the web worksheets, assume your 
respective roles to continue working on your book. After the book is 
complete, the group will work together to finalize the evaluation 
worksheets.  

 

Process 
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Process 
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../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/0TYT2006/Rubric%20for%20The%20Analyst.doc


Process Cont’d. 
Intro     Task     Process     Lesson     Evaluation 

• Be sure to complete the web worksheet as you go through 
the WebQuest.  If you don’t complete it, you will have to 
repeat the assignment from the beginning! 

• The research information that you gather will be useful in the 
creation of your nonfiction book. 

• Remember a nonfiction book uses ONLY facts! 

• Each entry in your book must include a title, illustration, and 
a complete summary about how the invention helped to 
change American life. 

• Your book must include information about all 4 inventions 
discussed. 

• All members must participate. At the end of the assignment, 
group members will be evaluated on group performance 
and final product. 

../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/0TYT2006/RESEARCH%20WEBS.doc


Process Cont’d. 
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• Each member will need to complete the research webs. 

• The Researcher will need to click on each inventor’s name to 

complete the appropriate research forms: George Washington 

Carver, The Wright Brothers, Alexander Graham Bell, Thomas Edison 

• The Analyst will need the rubric to help determine whether or not 

the information gathered is satisfactory for your book project.  

• The Journalist will need the book template to format the 

information to publish the book. 

• The Photographer will need to place the title and all appropriate 

photographs in the places designated on the book template. 

• All members will complete the evaluation worksheets as a group. 

They will be included for you to gather information individually as 

you are on the quest. This will make it easier for you to collaborate 

and share answers collectively at the end. 

 

../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/0TYT2006/RESEARCH%20WEBS.doc
../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/0TYT2006/Carver%20Research%20Notes.doc
../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/0TYT2006/Carver%20Research%20Notes.doc
../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/0TYT2006/Wright%20Brothers%20Research%20Notes.doc
../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/0TYT2006/Bell%20%20Research%20Notes.doc
../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/0TYT2006/Rubric%20for%20The%20Analyst.doc
../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/0TYT2006/Nonfiction%20Book%20Format.doc
../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/0TYT2006/Nonfiction%20Book%20Format.doc


3…2…1…Blast off!!! 
Intro     Task     Process     Lesson     Evaluation 

• Think about the following rules as you 
work with your group. 
 

− Everyone should listen to everyone’s ideas. 

− Be sure to stay on the topic; everything 
else can wait until later. 

− Remember everyone has good ideas! 

− Each group member needs to complete 
his or her role that is assigned. 

− Be sure to use respectful problem-solving 
steps. 

− Have fun while you learn!!! 



Evaluation Worksheet 1                      
You may also use this worksheet in addition to the webs, to record information 

about the Wright Brothers as you navigate through the suggested websites. This 

will make it easier for your group to collaborate at the end on this evaluation. 

One goal, one mind. 

                     

• Wright Brothers 

 1. The Wright brothers’ names are:  __________  and ____________ .  

 2. The Wright brothers are credited with building the world’s first 
successful ___________ and making the first controlled, powered 
and sustained heavier-than-air ___________ ____________ on 
December 17, 1903. 

 3. The Wright brothers’ fundamental breakthrough was their 
invention of _____________________, which enabled the pilot to steer 
the aircraft effectively and to maintain its equilibrium.  This method 
became standard on fixed wing aircraft of all kinds. 

 4. Their U.S. patent 821, 393 does not claim airplanes in general, but 
rather claims airplanes that are controlled by what were later 
termed __________________. 



• Who are the Wright Brothers? 

• How did they help change America? 

• Click on the picture to visit a website to help 

answer these questions and more! 

• After reading the information, scroll down to the 

link entitled, “The Wright Brothers, First Flight, 1903.” 

The Wright Brothers 
Intro     Task     Process     Lesson     Evaluation 

http://gardenofpraise.com/ibdwrigh.htm


Evaluation Worksheet 2 
You should use this worksheet to record information about Alexander 

Graham Bell as you navigate through the suggested websites. 

• Graham Bell 

 1. Alexander Graham Bell was called the father of the 
_______. 

 2. Bell was awarded the first U.S. patent for the invention of 
the _______________ in 1876. 

 3. Recognized as an eminent scientist and inventor, many 
other inventions marked Bell's later years including 
groundbreaking work in ______________ and _____________. 

 4. In 1888, Alexander Graham Bell was one of the founding 
members of the ____________________________. 

 5. Bell was a supporter of aerospace engineering research 
through the AEA, which stands for 
__________________________________________. 



• Do you enjoy talking on the 

telephone?  Say thanks to Mr. 

Alexander Graham Bell! 

• How did the telephone help 

improve America? 

• Click on the picture of Alexander 

Graham Bell’s original telephone. 

• After reading the information 

presented on the website, scroll 

down and click on the link 

entitled, “Bell’s invention” to learn 

more about his invention. 

 

Alexander Graham Bell 
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http://gardenofpraise.com/ibdbell.htm


Evaluation Worksheet 3 
You should use this worksheet to record information about Thomas 

Edison as you navigate through the suggested websites. 

• Thomas Edison 

 1. Thomas Edison was an American ________________ and 
________________. 

 2. He developed many devices that greatly influenced life 
around the world, including the ____________________ and a 
long lasting ____________________. 

 3. He was called the Wizard of __________ ________ by a 
newspaper reporter. 

 4. He was one of the first inventors to apply the principles of 
__________ ____________________ to the process of invention, 
and therefore is often credited with the creation of the first 
industrial research __________________. 

 5. Edison is considered one of the most prolific inventors in 
history, holding __________ U.S. patents in his name, as well as 
many patents in the United Kingdom, France, and Germany. 



• Do you enjoy having electricity?  Mr. Thomas 

Edison is responsible for supplying us with this 

luxury. 

• Click on the picture to take a look at the following 

links to learn more about Thomas Edison and his 

wonderful invention! 

• After reading the information on the 

  website, scroll down to the link 

    entitled, “A Brief Biography of 

  Edison” to learn more about him. 

Thomas Edison 
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http://gardenofpraise.com/ibdediso.htm


Evaluation Worksheet 4 
You should use this worksheet to record information about George 

Washington Carver as you navigate through the suggested websites. 

• George Washington Carver 

 1. George Washington Carver was an American _____________ 
researcher and _______________ educator who worked in 
agricultural extension at the Tuskegee Institute in Tuskegee, 
Alabama, teaching former slaves farming techniques for self-
sufficiency. 

 2. To bring education to farmers, Carver designed a _________ 
school, called a _____________ after the New York financier, Morris 
Ketchum Jesup, who provided funding.  

 3. Carver wrote _____ practical agricultural bulletins for farmers. 

 4. List some of Carver's most important accomplishments in areas 
other than industrial products from peanuts: 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________. 

 5. In 1941, "Time" magazine dubbed him a "__________________".  He 
served as a valuable role model for African-Americans and an 
example of the importance of hard work, a positive attitude and a 
good education. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agronomy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agronomy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agricultural_extension
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tuskegee_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tuskegee%2C_Alabama
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alabama
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morris_Ketchum_Jesup
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morris_Ketchum_Jesup
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington_Carver#Carver_bulletins#Carver_bulletins


George Washington Carver 
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• There’s nothing like a peanut 

butter and jelly sandwich.  Mr. 

George Washington Carver can 

be thanked for this and many 

other peanut based products. 

• Click on the picture of Mr. Carver 

to visit a website that will tell 

many facts about George 

Washington Carver. 

http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/ushistory/gwcarver.htm


 

• I hope you have enjoyed researching 

about various inventions. 

• You should have gathered enough 

information to help you write your book. 

• Continue to the next slide to view how you 

will be evaluated on the completion of 

your book. 

 

Conclusion 
Intro     Task     Process     Lesson     Evaluation 



Evaluation 
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• Evaluation 1: Groups will answer 

the questions on the worksheet 

with 90% accuracy. 

 

• Evaluation 2: Groups will produce 

a book with 90% accuracy 

according to the rubric.  

 



Evaluation: Nonfiction Book Rubric 
Intro     Task     Process     Lesson     Evaluation 

WebQuest Non-Fiction Book Project 

Category 4 3 2 1 

Neatness The final draft of the 

book is readable, 

clean, neat, and 

attractive.  It is free of 

erasures and crossed 

out words.  It looks like 

the authors took great 

pride in it. 

The final draft of the 

book is readable, 

neat, and attractive.  

It may have one or 

two erasures, but they 

are not distracting.  It 

looks like the authors 

took some pride in it. 

The final draft of the 

book is readable and 

some of the pages are 

attractive.  It looks like 

parts of it might have 

been done in a hurry. 

The final draft is not 

neat or attractive.  It 

looks like the students 

just wanted to get it 

done and didn’t care 

what it looked like. 

Focused on 
Assigned Topic 

The entire book is 

related to the assigned 

topic and allows the 

reader to understand 

much more about the 

topic. 

Most of the book is 

related to the 

assigned topic.  The 

book wanders off at 

one point, but the 

reader can still learn 

something more about 

the topic. 

Some of the book is 

related to the 

assigned topic, but a 

reader does not learn 

much about the topic. 

No attempt has been 

made to relate the 

book to the assigned 

topic. 

Title Title is creative, sparks 

interest and is related to 

the book and topic. 

Title is related to the 

book and topic. 

Title is present, but 

does not appear to be 

related to the book 

and topic. 

No title. 

Illustrations Illustrations are detailed, 

attractive, creative, 

and relate to the text 

on the page. 

Illustrations are 

somewhat detailed, 

attractive, and relate 

to the text on the 

page. 

Illustrations relate to 

the text on the page. 

Illustrations are not 

present. 



Evaluation: Nonfiction Book Rubric, Cont’d. 

Intro     Task     Process     Lesson     Evaluation 

WebQuest Non-Fiction Book Project 

Category 4 3 2 1 

Accuracy of 

Facts 

All facts presented in 

the book are 

accurate. 

Almost all facts 

presented in the book 

are accurate. 

Most facts presented 

in the book are 

accurate  

(at least 70%). 

There are several 

factual errors in the 

book. 

Requirements All of the written 

requirements were 

met (# of pages, # of 

illustrations). 

Nearly all of the written 

requirements were 

met (at least 90%). 

Most of the written 

requirements were 

met, but several were 

not. 

Many requirements 

were not met. 

Spelling and 

Punctuation 

There were not spelling 

or punctuation errors 

were in the final draft. 

There is no more than 

2-3 spelling or 

punctuation errors in 

the final draft. 

There is 4-5 spelling or 

punctuation errors in 

the final draft. 

There are 6 or more 

spelling or punctuation 

errors in the final draft. 

Group 

Collaboration 

All group members 

participated and 

worked well together. 

Most of the group 

members worked 

together.  Most of the 

work was decided on 

by all group members. 

Some group members 

worked together.  One 

or two people 

completed most of the 

work. 

No group members 

worked together.  They 

all did their own ideas; 

their was no 

collaboration. 



GPS Standard: 

 SS5H3 The student will describe how life 
changed in America at the turn of the 
century.  

 b. Describe the impact on American life of the Wright 
brothers (flight), George Washington Carver (science), 
Alexander Graham Bell (communication), and Thomas 
Edison (electricity).  
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